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This newsletter holds a lot of important procedural information. If you are not able read it at this moment, 
please bookmark it or print it out so you can refer back to it at a later time 

 

Navigate the Newsletter: 

If you find yourself pressed for time, use this guide to help you skim and scan. 

• Principal’s Quote and Note ~ Back to School Mindset: Tips for an optimal year of learning 
• Thanks to PTO ~ Great opening and lots of great things planned for the year! 
• Student Handbook ~ Review and Student Signature Sheet  
• Safety Items ~ CORIs, signing in and out, reporting absences, etc. 
• Phone Use ~ Cell phone, texting, playdate arrangements 
• Permission to Print ~ Photograph ~ Information related to your child and family 
• Curriculum Nights 
• School Assemblies 
• Principal Coffees 
• Transportation Questions/Concerns 
• Drop-off and Pick-up ~ Expectations ~ Times ~ Dos and Don’ts  
• Signing up for our Listserv ~ Superintendent’s, etc.   
• Letter from District Attorney Ryan, regarding truancy 
• Stranger and Internet Dangers 
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“Don’t judge each day by the harvest you reap but by the seeds that you plant.” 

~Robert Louis Stevenson 
(Author of Treasure Island) 

PRINCIPAL’S CORNER 
September, 2013 
 
Dear Friends, 
Welcome! ~ Welcome back!  
 
To all who are joining our Happy Hollow family, I want you to know that we ~ the staff and myself ~  are so 
happy you are here! Happy Hollow School is a very special place because we work hard as a community to 
keep it that way. Our motto is “Kindness matters.” It is a sentence not a title. As a sentence, it is a stand-alone 
statement that makes everything else come alive ~ a real call to action. 
 
Because it is an overarching value, it embodies all of the core values that set students in line for successful, 
productive, and as-happy-as-possible school days. This year, we have created an action plan to fall under our 
motto and we are doing so by using the acronym KIND to help students quickly understand and remember our 
school mission. By using KIND as the acronym, we reinforce our adage with the actions that bring it to fruition 
in a manner that is far from weak or lightly well-intentioned.  
 
“Because kindness, it turns out, is hard – it starts out all rainbows and puppy dogs, and expands to 
include…well,everything.” 

~George Saunders 
The acronym: 
 
K   ~ Kind 
I    ~ Invest in learning 
N  ~ Need to include 
D  ~ Determined to do our best  
 
The sentence version that we will use to reinforce our core values with our students are: 
 
We make kindness matter. 
We invest in learning and get smarter. 
We need to include everyone. 
We are determined to do our best because effort brings success.  
 
In this way, all the virtues of learning are incorporated into, and fall under, the statement “Kindness matters.” 
 
If we are constantly working to make kindness matter ~ it is challenging to be mean ~ everyone is included and 
accepted. If students are being kind to themselves, classmates and teachers ~ they must invest in learning as 
members of a learning community. They must be respectful.  Investment in learning brings about a 
determination to try one’s best and in that way, it all fits together to bring about learning postures that codify a 
productive and positive school experience. Please discuss and reinforce our motto and acronym at home so we 
are all clear about why and how our school community remains so exceptional.  
 
On another set of related matters ~ with the beginning of a whole new school year, I like to offer research-based 
suggestions that bring about the values and actions in the aforementioned. To that end, I have offerings that 
come to me via a favorite website ~ Psychcentral.com. It was established in 1995, is overseen by mental health 
professionals and offers leading mental health and psychological information.  
 



Staff from Psychcentral.com put together some tips for making the transition back to school successful and 
optimistic. It is never easy to relinquish the warm and care-free days of summer, so even the most enthusiastic 
of us have cause to pause when a new school year commences. In the moments of reflection that partner with 
seasonal changes, Psychcentral.com offered the following for starting school: 
 
How Much Is Enough? 
 
Generally, between the ages of 6 and 9, most children need about 10 hours of sleep a night, while preteens 
need a little over 9 hours. Your child may require more sleep if he or she: 
 

• Has a short attention span, or is irritable or restless 

• Has unusually low and activity levels 

• Is more tearful, anxious, defensive or impatient than usual 

 
Sleep Tips for Your Children 
 

• Set a regular time for bed each night and stick to it 

• Avoid feeding children big meals close to bedtime 

• Avoid giving anything with caffeine less than six hours before bedtime 

• Make after-dinner playtime a relaxing time 

• Establish a calming bedtime routine 

Each child is different and has his or her own way of approaching sleep. Some take extra time to fall asleep, 
while others wake more often during the night. You know your child’s personal habits best, so with a little trial 
and error, you should succeed in finding a routine that suits your family. 
 
Nutrition Tips 
 
Eating right will help provide the nutrients needed to have energy, build strong bones, and fight diseases and 
other conditions. Pay attention to what and how much your kids eat. A change in eating habits may be an early 
warning signal for other problems. 
 
Snacks — Plan Them, Don’t Ban Them! 
 
Unfortunately nearly one-fourth of kids’ daily energy intake comes from nibbling 
between meals. Much of this nibbling is on prepackaged snack foods, which are high in 
calories and low in nutrients. But snacking itself isn’t necessarily bad. Young children 
actually need snacks. Their stomachs are small, so they often can’t get all the nutrients they need in a day 
through meals alone. It’s not always easy to persuade your kids to eat healthy snacks and their snacking habits 
aren’t going to change overnight, but here are a few snack-time tips: 
 

• Offer similar choices. Instead of ice cream or pretzels, offer your child frozen yogurt or soda crackers. 

• Provide variety. Be sure to select snacks from a variety of food groups so your kids won’t be bored with 
their snack choice. 

• Be creative. Dress up fruits and vegetables – offer celery with peanut butter, or carrots with a low-fat 
dip. 

 
Food Allergies 
 
According to the Food and Drug Administration, up to 6% of children in the U.S. under age 3 have food 
allergies. They are less common in adults but, overall, food allergies affect nearly 4 million people. Along with 
milk, eggs, wheat, soy, and shellfish, peanuts are among the most common foods that cause allergies. For 
some kids, food allergies can cause only minor discomfort, like a little tingling in the mouth. But for others they 
can be severe, causing difficulty breathing, for example. Try to work with your child’s school to find ways your 
child can be supervised to prevent contact with allergenic foods. Find out who would give your child treatment 
and discuss your child’s allergies with that person, making sure that they have any necessary medications and 
medical information. 



 
Fruit Juice — Friend or Foe? 
 
Although juice does contain some healthy nutrients, it’s high in calories and it may contribute to 
weight gain and tooth decay if consumed in excess. Some juice drinks, even those with 100% juice, 
have more calories than sugary carbonated beverages do. Juice also lacks the healthy fiber that 
whole fruit has. The American Academy of Pediatrics recommends that children drink no more than 
two 6-ounce servings of fruit juice a day. 
 
Physical Activity Tips 
 
Kids can choose any type of moderate or higher intensity physical activity, such as brisk walking, playing tag, 
jumping rope, or swimming, as long as it adds up to at least one hour a day. Work with your child’s school to 
ensure the activity is age appropriate and, to ensure safety, provide protective equipment such as helmets, 
wrist pads, and knee pads to prevent sports injuries. 
For children and adolescents, regular physical activity has beneficial effects on the following aspects of health: 

• Weight 
• Muscular strength 
• Bone mass 
• Anxiety and stress 
• Self-esteem 

It is recommended that children and adolescents participate in at least 60 minutes of moderate intensity 
physical activity most day of the week. 
 
Tips for School Bus Riders  
 

• Do not play in the street while waiting for the bus 
• Carry all loose belongings in a bag or backpack and never reach under the school 

bus to get anything that has rolled or fallen beneath it. 
• Line up facing the bus, not alongside it. 
• Move immediately onto the sidewalk and out of traffic after getting off the bus. 
• Wait for a signal from the bus driver before crossing the street and walk at least 

10 steps away from the front of the bus so the driver can see you. 
 

Tips for Pedestrians or Bike Riders 
 

• Never walk alone – always travel with a buddy. Try and find a friend, or make a new friend 
in the neighborhood to walk to school or ride the bus with. 

• Wear reflective or bright color clothing to increase visibility. 
• Respect traffic lights and street signs. 
• Always wear a helmet when riding a bicycle. 
• Avoid loose fitting clothing that could get caught in spokes or pedals. 

 
Tips for Car Drivers and Passengers 
 

• Make sure young children are in safety seats at all times, and that the seats have been 
properly installed.  

• All children under 13 years should ride in the rear seat of vehicles.  
• Remember that many crashes occur while novice teen drivers are going to and from school. 

You may want to limit the number of teen passengers to prevent driver distraction. Do not 
allow your teen to drive while eating, drinking, or talking on a cell phone. 

 
Tips for Success at Home with Homework 
 

• Have a schedule and stick to it. 
• Have a clean and organized place for study with materials easily accessible. 
• Make sure the house is distraction free. For some this is total quiet. For others some 

sensory input might be necessary. Find what works best for your child and discuss best 
learning conditions with him/her. 



 
Finally, over my 29 years in this field, I have collected some successful conversation-starters around how to 
discuss your child’s day with him/her. Using them ~ or your own version of them ~  avoids the “How was 
school today?” ~  response ~ “Okay.” ~ “What did you do?” ~ response ~ “Nothing.” ~ I hope they help you all 
have many exciting and productive conversations that are ongoing throughout the year. 
 
“What did you play? How did that help (not help) your day?” 
“Do you concentrate better after recess? Why do you think that is?” 
“Who made you feel better about yourself? Who did you make feel better about themselves?” 
“How did feeling better help your day? How did not feeling better impact your day?” 
“What did you learn at recess that made you a better student?” 
“How will you make your recess time better? How will you keep it going well?”  
“What control do you have over a good recess?” 
“What help can you receive and how do you access it?” 
“Why is a good recess part of being a smarter student?” 
 
Feel free to offer me feedback on any of the above. Our journey is one we embark on together and I want to be 
a principal who is in touch with what you are thinking and needing for your child/children. If we are in a 
constant dialogue, we all become learners and teachers creating the most vibrant of school communities ~ the 
Happy Hollow School community! 
 
Most sincerely, 
Jim Lee 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 



This and That from the Principal’s Office: 
 

 
• **VERY IMPORTANT** Please follow this link and re-sign up for our Happy Hollow email 
distribution list! Over 50% of our Happy Hollow families are not currently receiving all important 
correspondences from the school. 

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin/ea?v=001shuT2XU7mN9dS2wPtYspuupfgLgMP5dOHzf
4Catez3BrgMWRrFPmVtJJZYgEnlbQd6dh0DeO8_JsG-JHIBZlAw%3D%3D  

 
• As in years past, the PTO honored our community and our staff. Thanks so much for running the meet and greet 

scavenger hunt, related playdate, the morning coffee gathering on the first day of school, the staff luncheon and a 
delicious breakfast during the first full week of school. We are so grateful for your generous gifts and the gift of time 
that goes with all!  

 
If you do not give permission to publish, please fill out the opt out form 

 
To decline publishing permission please click the link below 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Icu7J27ta6l00PUgiuF40OpfV-4MNn-QGFjf43m4vJ4/viewform  

 
 
Curriculum Night  
for 1 &  2 is from 7:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, September 25th  

I hope you enjoyed the Grades Grades 3-5 presentations on September 12, 2013. 
 
School Meeting Assemblies will be every Monday unless there is a holiday or school cancelation. Assemblies run from 
9:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. The first was Monday, September 10th. The students were great and we used this to ready for when our 
fifth graders will host!  

 
Coffee anyone? Mr. Lee and the PTO will hold monthly coffees for informal chats and discussions. Dates will be 
forthcoming.  
 
Lost and Found:  
We will continue to use the bins located outside the resource room area and clearly marked to easily sort items. Please 
visit them as soon as you know an item is missing. We will make periodic donations throughout the year to those in need 
and this will keep our hall tidy. 
 
 
Our Student Handbook is posted on our website. Please print it out. 

Our core values center on the notion that kindness matters. To that end, we must work together to create a respectful 
environment and we need rules to help us understand exactly what that environment should look like. Please review the rules 
for appropriate behavior in the classroom, in the hall, in the bathrooms, in the cafeteria, at recess, on the bus and during field 
trip times. We are asking all families to review the booklet together and for the student to sign with a promise to work hard to 
uphold our rules.  Signing is not in any way a contract, but indicates that you have reviewed the rules together. If a 
student wants to cross out the promise part, he/she may but we are hoping that everyone will make the 
commitment to making our community safe and productive.  
 
 The booklet also outlines the consequences and procedures for noncompliance with our rules. There is a section in 
the booklet that addresses what bullying behaviors are and such behaviors move right to the most serious of consequences as 
listed in the consequences section.  
 
***Please return only the signature page and not the booklet to your child’s classroom 
teacher by September 27, 2013. We want all families to have a copy of the booklet for reference throughout 
the year.  

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin/ea?v=001shuT2XU7mN9dS2wPtYspuupfgLgMP5dOHzf4Catez3BrgMWRrFPmVtJJZYgEnlbQd6dh0DeO8_JsG-JHIBZlAw%3D%3D
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin/ea?v=001shuT2XU7mN9dS2wPtYspuupfgLgMP5dOHzf4Catez3BrgMWRrFPmVtJJZYgEnlbQd6dh0DeO8_JsG-JHIBZlAw%3D%3D
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0014OXz5mgUjJmiUbkKpo2nA3O2Kyxjkh6oPAhFUVSqZAhh1fG5SZPiIz0rpYhXEej5utDjMMiK2MoMrVRlZhC5myFy-r5KLmA7q2nzeNuLEM8-H3JPWqkwF5cI6quP70vlsyylcdyNud1IRf5WErOTi_6w6lXmWefQJMuOURy7KLH_99gSoRlyKJjXJa9yDXUYhcF_w6IWP6U=


 
Transportation:  

 
• Janet Delano is the First Student Dispatcher. Her office phone is (508) 358-7543. Please contact her or our 

business office with questions or concerns. Business office: (508) 358-3751. 
 

• Please direct your questions to the business office regarding payments, payment assistance and route related 
information, (508) 358-3750.  
 

• The fee for riding the bus if you live under the two mile limit is $1.00 per day or $180.00 per year per 
student.  

 
• Bus transportation may not be used for setting up playdates. All playdates and transportation to them must 

be made privately. You may arrange to have your child picked up by another parent by writing to his/her 
teacher granting that permission. *Students are not allowed to bring friends home on their buses unless the 
student already rides on that same bus. In that case, the student who is getting off at a different stop must 
present written notification to his/her teacher indicating that he/she has permission to get off at a different 
stop. No changes in stops may be made during the first two weeks of school.  

  



Pick-up and Drop-off (Please refer to the map included in this email and follow the procedures right from the first day of school.) 
DROP OFF AND PICK UP PROCEDURES FOR HH SCHOOL 
 

1. There are two lanes of traffic in front of our school.  The one closest to the building is the drop-off line. The 
other is a live lane where traffic will pull out from the drop-off line to exit or they may be driving through to 
park in the parking lot.  (The parking spaces in front of the building are for staff only. No one may pull out of 
those spaces during drop off or pick up as it forces the driver to back into the live lane of traffic.) 

 
2.  Please drive slowly and be aware that cars will be moving in and out of the traffic area. There is a 

period of congestion, but if everyone remains aware and patient, the whole process takes 15 minutes or less 
from beginning to end. This is to admit and dismiss over 400 children. It is impressive and moves smoothly 
when everyone cooperates.  

 

3. There is no left-hand turn when exiting our driveway M-F from 8:00 a.m. - 8:40 a.m. and from 3:00 p.m. - 
3:30 p.m.  on M,T,Th and F. ~ Wednesday dismissal is from 1:50 p.m. - until 2:30 p.m.  

 

4. Please pull all the way up to the end of the sidewalk in front of the school when you are unloading children. 
The line slows down when all the spaces to the end of the sidewalk are not filled.  

 
5. No one is allowed to pass a bus with flashing red lights. (Yellow flashing lights are warnings and you may 

pass a bus with yellow flashing lights.)  If you are in the live lane and a bus is unloading, you must wait behind 
the bus.  

 
6. The drop-off lane in front of the school in the morning is a live lane of moving traffic. You may not park 

or leave your car in this lane. School personnel will help your child exit your car safely. Make sure the children 
are seated on the right side or passenger’s side of the car. They may not exit the driver’s side of the car as this 
is the live lane and very dangerous.  

 
7. At drop off time, if you would like to park and say good-bye to your child at the front door, you may park 

on the street and use the sidewalk to safely proceed to the doors.  
 

8. If students arrive after 8:45 a.m., they are officially late for school and they must stop in the office to report 
that they are present and to receive a tardy slip. 

 
9. Watch for pedestrians in crosswalks and on the sides of the road.  

 

10. At dismissal:  No child should be exiting the side door into the side parking lot. This is not a pick-up area 
and is very dangerous. It also slows things down because staff exits from this lot and when we add those 
trying to avoid the pick-up lane; it slows things down for everyone. Please cooperate and help your child to 
see you following the rules just as he/she is expected to do during his/her school day. Nothing sends a 
stronger message to a child than the actions of the adults around him/her.  

 

11.  Pets: By state law, no animals are allowed on school property without specific permission from the 
principal. In such cases, precautions are taken and arrangements made to ensure that there are no allergies to 
the animals and that the environment is safe. These times would include show and tell or the like, not drop off 
or dismissal times.  

 
12. Wayland Police will be out in full force looking for those who do not honor the speed limits on the roads 

around our schools and neighborhoods… You do not want a note from them! Those notes linger long! 
 

Thank you for your cooperation in all of these matters… they really do matter! 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Safety, Safety, Safety!  
 

• All doors to the school will remain locked during the school day and visitors will be required to ring the 
buzzer and state their business to gain access to the building.  
 

• All visitors must report to the office to sign in and wear a visitor’s badge while in the building. 
 

• All volunteers in the building must fill out CORI forms before they can begin to work with the children and 
to attend field trips. Please fill out one early so you are cleared to participate in all school-related volunteer 
activities.  

 
• If you are dismissing your child early, you must sign him/her out at the office before he/she can be 

dismissed.  
 

• Help us keep the phone lines open by making play dates and travel arrangements before arriving to school. 
Thanks! 
 

• Please call the school if your child is going to be absent. Our Safe to School Program only works well if we 
have timely information.   

 
 
Phones, Related Phone Information and Use of Electronic Devices During School Hours:  
 

• Cell phones and electronic devices are not allowed to be visible during school hours ~ they may not be used 
at any time. This includes all areas that are school property. Students must store cell phones and electronic 
devices in their book bags upon arriving on school property and may not take them out until they have left 
the property at the end of the day. They may not store them in their pockets or desks. Any such items that 
are visible to a staff member will be confiscated and stored in the principal’s office until a parent or guardian 
comes to retrieve them. Please remind your child of this important rule if he/she uses a cell phone on the 
way to school or on the way home after school.  

 
• Texting is never allowed during the school day.  

 
• Help us keep the phone lines open by making play dates and travel arrangements before arriving to school. 

Students are not allowed to set up play-dates during the day.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

****Please help! Remind others if they did not receive this letter to sign up for our Listserv. 
• Please visit our school home page. There you will find a link to sign up for our E-News. This Listserv is our 

main means of communication with you. Our newsletters and other pertinent information are sent on-line. 
You will also find information on our website such as the school calendar, our staff roster, lunch menus, our 
school handbooks and much more.  Hard copies are only sent to you if you are unable to access 
information via the Internet and you must request them from our head administrative assistant, Leslie 
Corner (508) 358-2120. Otherwise, our district is working to go green whenever possible. 
 
 





TRUANCY AND ATTENDANCE 
Information FOR PARENTS AND GUARDIANS 

One of the keys to academic achievement is good attendance.  Consistent participation in school and 
school-based activities is important for making a successful transition from youth to adulthood.  
Tardiness and truancy are the first indicators that a student may be experiencing stress or other 
difficulties in his or her life.  Massachusetts laws pertaining to attendance are designed to protect 
children and ensure that they are safe and productive. 

 
The following is a summary of some of the Massachusetts General Laws pertaining to 
attendance: 

 
School Attendance 
Chapter 76, section 1 of the Massachusetts General Laws states that all children between the ages of six and 
sixteen must attend school.  A school district may excuse up to seven day sessions or fourteen half day sessions 
in any period of six months.  In addition to this law, each school may have its own attendance policy with which 
parents/guardians should be familiar. 
 
Notification and Contact Information 
Chapter 76, section 1A of the Massachusetts General Laws states that parents/guardians must be provided 
each year with the instructions for calling a designated phone number at a designated time to inform the school 
of the absence of a student and the reason for the absence.   In addition, parents/guardians must provide the 
school with a home, work or other emergency telephone number so that they may be contacted during the 
school day so the school may call and inquire about said absence. 
 
Supervisor of Attendance 
Chapter 76, section 19 of the Massachusetts General Laws states that each school committee must employ a 
supervisor of attendance.  A supervisor of attendance has the power to apprehend and take to school any child 
who is truant and is required to investigate all cases where a child in the district fails to attend school.  
 
CRA (Child Requiring Assistance) Application 
Under Chapter 119 of the Acts of 2012, Governor Patrick signed an amendment into law that changes Children in Need 
of Services (“CHINS”) to Families and Children Engaged in Services (“FACES”).  This modification impacts schools with 
regard to the filing of FACES applications.  A “CRA” (Child Requiring Assistance) application may be filed in court by a 
school district if a school-aged child who is “habitually truant,” that is, who willfully fails to attend school for more than 
eight school days in a quarter, or who repeatedly fails to obey the lawful and reasonable regulations of his or her school.  
The Court’s authority pursuant to a CRA petition includes the power to place the child in the custody of the state agency 
known as the Department of Children and Families. 
 
51A 
A 51A is a report of suspected child abuse or neglect that is filed with the Department of Social Services.  Under 
Chapter 119, section 51A of the Massachusetts General Laws, a report can be filed on behalf of a child under 
the age of eighteen for educational neglect if a child is not attending school on a regular basis. 
 
Parental Responsibility 
Parents or guardians are legally responsible for ensuring that a child under their control attends school daily.  It is 
a crime for a responsible parent or guardian not to cause such a child to attend school.  If a child fails to attend 
school for seven day sessions or fourteen half day sessions within any six month period, the supervisor of 
attendance may file a criminal complaint in court against the responsible parent/guardian. 
 
Inducing Absences 
It is a crime to induce or attempt to induce a minor to miss school, or unlawfully to employ or to harbor a minor 
who should be in school. 





 
 

Curriculum Corner 
 

 
Technology News for Grades 1-5 from Ms. Crozier 
 
Welcome back! It’s been great visiting with the children and meeting so 
many new friends. For the month of September, all children in grades 1st-
5th will get reacquainted with the computer lab - from how we enter the 
computer, how we login, to how we leave the computer lab. We will also 
have continued conversations around being good listeners, being respectful 

to one another and the equipment. For students in grades 1st-3rd, we will be reviewing 
how to access many of our curriculum tools such as Lexia, Everyday Math, and Symphony 
Math. While students in grades 4th and 5th will focus on using Google Apps. This tool is 
used frequently throughout the year. Lastly, we will review our Student Acceptable Use 
Policy (AUP). We are using the acronym LARK - Legal, Appropriate, Responsible and Kind. 
Conversations will continue all year with regard to LARK! 
 
 
 

 
Art News-  
Please be sure to check Happy Hollow's Visual Arts website which posts our current 
studies and offers a gallery of images monthly. Included on our site is a link to our 
curriculum. I look forward to working in creative ways with your children this year! 
Best wishes for a great year.  

Christine Soeltz, Art Instructor 
 
 

 
 

MUSIC NOTES 
The Happy Hollow music room is filled with the wonderful sounds of children 
making music!  In general music we are kicking off the year singing, chanting, 

and playing our names on instruments as a way to get to know each other.   A lot of 
class time is devoted to moving and responding to music with our bodies.   

Movement/Dance enables children to feel the beat and respond to the emotional qualities in 
music on a deeper level.  We are getting used to the routines and talking about how the 

school’s motto “kindness matters” applies to music class.   If you have any questions please feel free 
to e-mail me at:  Amy_Pohl@wayland.k12.ma.us.  It is a pleasure to make music with your children!   
 
Amy Pohl 
Happy Hollow Music Specialist 
2nd grade, 3rd Grade, Ms. Aronian’s Class, 5th Grade 

https://docs.google.com/a/wayland.k12.ma.us/document/pub?id=1b29JKdtiqYSathk_iyJ72nIK_CwK2VABzo5Ih_w-C2Q
https://docs.google.com/a/wayland.k12.ma.us/document/pub?id=1b29JKdtiqYSathk_iyJ72nIK_CwK2VABzo5Ih_w-C2Q
mailto:Amy_Pohl@wayland.k12.ma.us


 
 

HEALTHY HOLLER 
Jeanne MacDonald, RN 

 
 

News From the Health Room for September 2013 
Welcome to All of Our Happy Hollow Families 
I hope that summer was fun and relaxing for all! 
 

Just An Important Reminder : 
• This year we have a student in our school that has a medical condition that requires that parent(s) be 

extremely vigilant in keeping your child home from school if not feeling well.  
•  Please be sure that you read this very important information. Feel free to contact me directly if you have any 

questions and/or concerns at 508-358-6051. 
 
When should a student stay at home: 

• If your child has vomited due to illness; they should remain out of school for a minimum of 24 hours after 
vomiting has ceased 

• If your child has a fever of 100.4 degrees F or higher; they should remain out of school for 24 hours after the 
fever is gone without fever reducing medication 

• If your child has been treated with an antibiotic for a contagious infection they need to be on an antibiotic for 
at least 24 hours before returning to school 

 
Lice Checks 

• Will be done by our PTO/room parents on October 1, January 7, February 25, and April 29th, 2014 
• Please consider volunteering for this very important task-training is provided by the school nurse 
• Parent resources: 

o  www.cdc.gov/lice/head/factsheet.htm  
o www.headlice.org  

 
Reminders 

• All 4th grade students are required to have an updated physical on file in the health room this year. Please be 
sure to schedule your child’s physical if needed, or send in a copy if already completed.  

• Please bookmark Wayland Public Schools/Happy Hollow school website 
http://whh.wayland.k12.ma.us/http://whh.wayland.k12.ma.us/   Click on For Families, then Health Services 
and you will find a wealth of medical information, including school health forms if needed. 

• All medications require an order from the student’s medical doctor and parent permission to be administered 
during the school day.  

 
Please have your student place a change of clothes in their backpack in the event that clothes get wet during the day. 
This helps eliminate the need to call a parent. 
 
Resources on Mosquito and Tick Disease Prevention: 

       http://www.mass.gov/eohhs/gov/departments/dph/programs/id/epidemiology/providers/mosquitoes-and-
ticks.html 
       Tick Encounter from URI has an animation at http://www.tickencounter.org/ 

 
 
Please call if there are any questions and/or concerns. I am available 8am – 3pm daily. 
 
Jeanne MacDonald RN 
Jeanne_MacDonald@wayland.k12.ma.us  
Direct # 508-358-6051 

http://www.cdc.gov/lice/head/factsheet.htm
http://www.headlice.org/
http://whh.wayland.k12.ma.us/http:/whh.wayland.k12.ma.us/
http://www.mass.gov/eohhs/gov/departments/dph/programs/id/epidemiology/providers/mosquitoes-and-ticks.html
http://www.mass.gov/eohhs/gov/departments/dph/programs/id/epidemiology/providers/mosquitoes-and-ticks.html
http://www.tickencounter.org/
mailto:Jeanne_MacDonald@wayland.k12.ma.us


Wayland Public Schools 

Wayland Special Education Advisory Council 

2013 - 2014 
7:00 – 9:00 P.M. 

Wayland Town Building – Senior Center 

       Tuesday, October 1, 2013                                 Sib Shop: Being a Sibling of a Child with 
                                                                                        Special Needs 
                                                                                        Speaker:  Dr. Dossie Kahn, Wayland Youth  
                                                                                                            & Family Services 

  
Tuesday, October 29, 2013                               Sudbury-Wayland SEPAC Collaboration: 
                                                                            Speaker:  Federation of Children with Special 
                                                                                             Needs 
  
Tuesday, January 14, 2014                               Book Group:  Building Resilience in Children 
                                                                            & Teens; Giving Kids Roots & Wings 

    by Kenneth Ginsberg 
                                                                            Facilitator:  Ms. Cathy Milton 
  
Wednesday, March 5, 2014                               Executive Functioning 
                                                                            Speaker:  Matt Reid – ADHD Coach/Executive 
                                                                                                                   Function Specialist 
  
Tuesday, May 6, 2014                                       Attention Deficit Disorder 
                                                             

         The Wayland Special Education Parent Advisory Council (SEPAC) is the parent advisory council 
         for children with special needs.  The Council advocates for children with special needs and performs 
         in an advisory and collaborative role to the Wayland School Committee relative to special education   
         issues.  SEPAC sponsors general open meetings to educate and inform parents about topics that affect 
         them and their children.  If you would like more information about SEPAC or to join and have your 
         name on our mailing list please contact: 
  

  
              Laura Malnight, Co-President           508-358-0283      lmalnight@gmail.com   

              Cari Cornish, Co-President                508-545-1038      cjcornish00@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT - Wayland Wellness Needs Assessment Survey. 
 
If you have not yet completed the Wayland Wellness Needs Assessment Survey, please click on the link below and 
complete by 9/30/13.  Or go to the Wayland Public Schools Website and click on the link on the main screen. 
Wayland Wellness Needs Assessment Survey  
 
Thank you, 
The Wayland Wellness Committee 

tel:508-358-0283
mailto:lmalnight@gmail.com
tel:508-545-1038
mailto:cjcornish00@gmail.com
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RB53VSB


 
 
 

2013-2014 PTO Events: Happy Hollow 
Save the Date 

Together We Can Make It Happen! 
Dates subject to change 

 
EVENT DATE/TIME CONTACT 
Gift Your Child: Part 1 August – November  Abby Brogan & Heidi Renneker 
Cultural Enrichment  Ongoing Alexia Obar & Seta Abrahamian 
Just Like Me Throughout the year 3rd Grade: Laura Byrne & Jamie Janoff 

4th Grade: Jen Bonner 
5th Grade Activities Events/Dates TBA Tamara Kolz 
Apparel Sales Fall 2013 Maura Batts 
Lice Checks Date TBD Room Parents 
Curriculum Night: Grades 3-5 Sept. 12 (Th) at 7:00 pm Amy Simmons 
Picture Day Sept. 19 (Th)  Carla Stafford  
Curriculum Night: Grades 1-2 Sept. 25 (W) at 7:00 pm Amy Simmons 
PTO Board Meeting (starting in Oct.) 1st Friday of the month 9:00a 

HH Cafeteria 
Amy Simmons 

PTO Meeting: Meet your School District 
Leaders (Babysitting Provided)              

October 2013 Amy Simmons 

Nutrition Challenge Fall 2013 Stephanie Howard 
Book Fair Oct. 24 & 25 (Th & F) Lynne Cribben & Gretchen Dresens 
Halloween Movie Night Oct. 25 (F) at 6:30 pm Elena Taxiarchis 
Coffee with Mr. Lee  (starting in Nov.) Monthly Amy Simmons 
Toy Drive November/December Alexia Obar     
Holiday Teacher & Staff Appreciation Dec. 16 (M) Jill Zukerman & Samantha Richter 
Fitness Challenge Winter 2013 Position Open 
Town-wide PTO Meeting Winter 2013 Amy Simmons 
Gift Your Child: Part 2, Backpack Auction Early Winter Amy Simmons 
Lice Checks Jan. 7 (T) 8:45 am Room Parents 
Lice Checks Feb. 25 (T) 8:45 am Room Parents 
Bingo Night Mar. 28 (F) Alexia Obar 
World’s Fair Mar. 29 (S) 1-4 at Loker Becky Lloyd 
Talent Show April 4 (F)  Vicky Sin 
Lice Checks April 29 (T) 8:45 am Room Parents 
Earth Day Events Spring 2014 Katrien Vander Staeten 
Annual PTO Meeting & Thank you 
Breakfast 

Jun. 4 (W) at 9:00 am HH Caf  Amy Simmons 

End of Year Picnic Jun. 9 (M) at 5:30 pm 
Rain Date: Jun. 11 (W) 

Cathy Caulfield 

Book Fair Jun. 9 & 10 (M & T) Lynne Cribben & Gretchen Dresens 
Teacher & Staff Appreciation Event Jun. 5 (Th) Jill Zukerman & Samantha Richter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:abbybrogan@hotmail.com,%20hrenneker@gmail.com
mailto:obars@verizon.net,%20seta.abrahamian@siemens.com
mailto:lbyrne1@partners.org,%20jamie.janoff@yahoo.com
mailto:jenbonner@verizon.net?subject=Just%20Like%20Me
mailto:tamarakolz@live.com
mailto:battsfamily@comcast.net
mailto:happyhollowpto@gmail.com
mailto:gstafford@staffordboys.com?subject=Picture%20Day
mailto:happyhollowpto@gmail.com
mailto:happyhollowpto@gmail.com
mailto:happyhollowpto@gmail.com
mailto:stephmd@rcn.com
mailto:lcribben@yahoo.com,%20pdresens@yahoo.com
mailto:etaxiarchis@PBL.COM
mailto:simmons221@comcast.net
mailto:obars@verizon.net?subject=Holiday%20Toy%20Drive
mailto:thezukermans@gmail.com,%20samantha.d.richter@gmail.com
mailto:simmons221@comcast.net
mailto:simmons221@comcast.net
mailto:obars@verizon.net
mailto:rebeccalloyd57@gmail.com
mailto:sinvick@gmail.com
mailto:kaatvds@gmail.com
mailto:simmons221@comcast.net
mailto:ccaulfield16@gmail.com
mailto:lcribben@yahoo.com,%20Pdresens@yahoo.com
mailto:thezukermans@gmail.com,%20samantha.d.richter@gmail.com


 

PTO Volunteer Needs 
 
 
 
ROOM PARENTS STILL NEEDED FOR 2013-2014 
We still have one classroom for which we need one or more room parents – we are looking for room parents for: 

Akers 
 

Being a Room Parent is a rewarding way to be part of your child’s classroom!  No prior experience is necessary.  If you 
are interested in being a Room Parent for the 2013-2014 school year in one of these classrooms, please submit the 
following information to the Room Parent Coordinator, Elena Taxiarchis, at etaxiarchis@pbl.com:  

*Your Name, Email & Phone Number 
*Your Child's Name, Grade & Teacher 

 
LIBRARY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Library volunteers are needed for the following classes and times. If you are interested in helping out 
please contact Debbie Bell at debbie_grabowski@yahoo.com 
 
Mattson every other Tuesday at 8:55 
Candini every other Tuesday at 10:05 
Dowd every Wednesday at 9 AM 

          Aronian every Wednesday at 12 noon 
                     Horgan every Thursday at 10 
                     Akers every Thursday at 11 
          Bergeron every Friday at 2:30 

 
 
HAPPY HOLLOW SCHOOL COUNCIL NEEDS YOU!  
The Happy Hollow School Council is looking for both a Parent Representative and a 
Community Representative to serve from October 2013- September 2014.  
 
Would you enjoy evaluating Happy Hollow school, our school culture, school needs and school 

likes to look for possibility in a positive setting over hot coffee/tea and bagels?  If so, please consider 
nominating yourself for the 2013-2014 School Council.  Previous representatives report loving the 
lively discussion and “action-based” results of serving on School Council.  The School Council meets 
once a month, with the official job being to assist the principal in adopting district, building and state 
related goals and practices; identifying the educational/social/emotional needs of the students 
attending the school; and reviewing the budget and assisting with preparing next year’s school 
improvement plan.  Some School Council results from past years have included Destination 
Imagination in Wayland; alternative, ergonomically correct furniture in the school; the bi-annual 
multicultural celebration day; and the implementation of annual parent and fifth grade student 
surveys. 
 
Happy Hollow has openings for both a parent representative and a community representative for the 
2013-2014 year (elected representatives will serve from October 2013 – September 2104).  The 
community representative should not be a parent or teacher of students at the school.  Please see 
below for Massachusetts General Laws specifics.   
 
If you are interested in serving, please nominate yourself by submitting a brief paragraph about 
yourself to happyhollowpto@gmail.com.  Nominations will be accepted until September 24th, after 
which nominees will be presented to the community for voting. 
 

mailto:etaxiarchis@pbl.com
mailto:debbie_grabowski@yahoo.com
mailto:happyhollowpto@gmail.com


Per Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 71, Section 59C, at each public elementary, secondary and independent 
vocational school in the commonwealth there shall be a school council consisting of the school principal, parents of 
students attending the school, teachers who shall be selected by the teachers in such school, and other persons, not 
parents or teachers of students at the school, drawn from such groups or entities as municipal government, business and 
labor organizations, institutions of higher education, human services agencies or other interested groups. 50% of the 
council shall be non-school members.  
 
The school council, including the school principal, shall meet regularly and shall assist in the identification of the 
educational needs of the students attending the school, make recommendations to the principal for the development, 
implementation and assessment of the curriculum accommodation plan, and shall assist in the review of the annual 
school budget and in the formulation of a school improvement plan.  
 
 

PTO News & Events 
 
 

 
 CURRICULUM NIGHTS 
Grades 3-5: Thursday, September 12th   at 7:00 pm 
Grades 1-2: Wednesday, September 25th at 7:00 pm 
Don’t miss this chance to meet your child’s teacher, see the classroom, and learn about all the great 
learning opportunities in store for your child this school year!  This is a parents-only event, so book 
your babysitters today! Please plan to join us for coffee and dessert right after CURRICULUM 

NIGHT!  This will be a nice opportunity to meet other parents who have children in the same grade.  We 
know it is hard for many parents to meet each other due to hectic work and daily schedules so please meet 
us in the front lobby after your teacher presentation if your schedule permits! 
 
 
 

SMILE!!! School Picture Day is Thursday, September 19th 
A great memory for your family that gives back to the school as w ell. 

 
Photo envelopes and package information will be sent home in your child’s backpack in early September.  
Please fill it out and return it in the backpack to your teacher even if you do not wish to purchase any 
photos.  EVERY CHILD WILL BE PHOTOGRAPHED whether you purchase them or not. 

  
We will have a Re-Take Day for any absent students or photos you're unhappy with. Re-takes and the opportunity to 
have your Happy Hollow Siblings Photo taken will happen in November.  For more information please contact Carla 
Stafford 508-358-2397 or cgstafford@staffordboys.com.   
*Scholarships are available – please see Mr. Lee or your child's teacher. 
 
ELEMENTARY BUILDING USE TASK FORCE FORUM 
Monday, September 30th at 7:00 pm (location TBA) 
Pizza & Babysitting provided by the PTO! 
The Elementary Building Use Task Force will provide an update on their work identifying potential elementary school 
configurations, the cost/benefit analysis for each option, and discussing options for recommendation that it feels should 
remain under consideration.  There will be a Q&A period after the presentation.  Pizza and babysitting will be provided by 
the PTO.  Please look for more details in upcoming weekly eblasts. 
 
 
PTO BOARD MEETING – All are welcome! 
Friday, October 4th at 9:00 in the Happy Hollow Cafeteria 
The Happy Hollow/Loker Board meets monthly, usually on the 1st Friday of the month at 9:00 am 
in the Happy Hollow Cafeteria.  These meetings are open to the entire membership and everyone 
is encouraged to attend with any questions, ideas or suggestions.  Little ones in tow are always 
welcome! 

mailto:cgstafford@staffordboys.com


 
 

COFFEE WITH MR. LEE – Save the Date 
Thursday, October 17th at 8:45 am in the Happy Hollow Cafeteria 
Join Mr. Lee for his first coffee of the year.  Bring your questions, compliments and suggestions and 
enjoy some small-group time with Happy Hollow’s Principal.  Coffee and snacks will be provided, and 
little ones in tow are always welcome. 
 
 
 
 
 
WAYLAND YOUTH SPIRIT APPAREL RETURNS!! 
Fall 2013 

 
Youth sized "Wayland" apparel will be sold this year.  Look for forms coming home in your children's backpack.  Forms 
and payments will be due on Friday, September 27.  Samples will be on display at school in the coming weeks. 
 
 
WAYLAND SCHOOLS DIRECTORIES 
The Wayland All-Schools Directories are now available for sale from the PTO.  They can be ordered on-line through our 
secure website at www.waylandpto.org with a credit card, and they will be available for purchase (cash or check) at many 
school events throughout the fall including Curriculum Nights (September 12th for grades 3-5, September 25th for grades 
1-2, and October 10th for K).  For other purchasing arrangements, or for any questions, please contact Abby Brogan. 
 
 
 

GIFT YOUR CHILD 2013-14 
Gift Your Child, the Wayland elementary schools PTO’s annual fundraiser, kicks off this month!  The 
funds raised through Gift Your Child help support our students, teachers and school community in 
many ways including cultural enrichment visits from authors, illustrators, and musicians; equipment and 
supplies for classrooms like textbooks, maps, books and theme-related materials; playground equipment 
both large and small; sponsorship of field trips and grade-level enrichment presentations; as well as 

many school community events including Halloween Movie Night, Pizza Tales, Talent Show, monthly coffees with our 
principals, and school picnics. 
 
Orange envelopes were sent home with the youngest child in each household the first week of school.  If you did not 
receive one, please email Heidi Renneker with your family’s and youngest child’s names and we will be sure you receive 
one. Donations can be returned in the orange envelope to the attention of “PTO Gift Your Child” (along with the enclosed 
pledge card and a check made out to “Wayland PTO”) via your child’s backpack, or can be made easily and securely with 
a credit card on-line.  
 
The Gift Your Child campaign’s success requires everyone’s participation to their best ability.  We understand that the 
suggested donation of $100 per elementary-aged child may be an uncomfortable, if not prohibitive, expense.  While $100 
per child is approximately what the PTO anticipates spending on a fully-funded budget, participation is what is most 
important to this fundraising campaign.  Any contribution you are comfortable making will have a direct impact on the 
PTO’s programming and funding in support of the many educational enrichment programs provided for our elementary 
aged children. 
 
If you have any questions about Gift Your Child, please visit our website or contact Heidi Renneker, and keep an eye 
out in upcoming eblasts and newsletters, stop by your school’s bulletin board, or visit our table at Curriculum Night to 
learn more about what the PTO does with your donations! 

http://www.waylandpto.org/
mailto:abbybrogan@hotmail.com,%20hrenneker@gmail.com
mailto:hrenneker@gmail.com,%20abbybrogan@hotmail.com
http://www.waylandpto.org/
http://www.happyhollowpto.org/fundraising.html
mailto:hrenneker@gmail.com,%20abbybrogan@hotmail.com


 
 

 
THE WORLD’S FAIR RETURNS!  
Saturday, March 29   1:00-4:00 at Loker School   

 
We are thrilled to announce the return of the elementary schools’ PTO’s World’s Fair this year as part of Wayland’s 375th 
Anniversary Celebration.  We look forward to celebrating Wayland’s diversity as families share their cultures, traditions, 
travels and knowledge with us. 
 
Please start thinking now about your family’s traditions, where you may have traveled this summer, what you’ve learned 
and encourage your children to think about any differences you have encountered: different foods, interesting objects, art 
and/or fun activities.  How do people have fun in different places?  What kind of games do they play?  The World’s Fair 
will be a great place to share these experiences and observations with the community! 
 
In the fall we will see which twelve cultures will be highlighted and presented at the Wayland World’s Fair in March.  We 
will encourage you and your children to participate in the fair, helping to identify different foods for tasting and facts for 
sharing.  We can’t wait to find out what you know and have learned, who you have met, what you have seen and where 
you have been! 
 
Get ready for the 2014 Wayland Elementary Schools’ World’s Fair!  It’s coming! 
 
 
 

Happy Hollow Hurrah! 
 
Many thanks to… 
 
Robyn Moleux for hanging the students’ summer collage pictures. 
 
Marchella Lee for updating the Faculty/Staff bulletin board in Loker’s lobby. 
 
Cathy Caulfield for a great 1st Grade Meet & Greet event. 
 
Julie Suratt  and Jamie Janoff for organizing the Newcomers’ Scavenger Hunt. 
 
 
And many thanks to those we might have left off this list!  If there’s anyone who’s helped out that you wish to 
acknowledge in future newsletters, please email the information to Andrea O’Brien at aobrien68@gmail.com.  
  
 

Welcome 2013-2014 Board 
 

President & Townwide Rep Amy Simmons  
Vice President Andrea O’Brien 
Treasurer Pamela Cerne 
Ways and Means Abby Brogan &  

Heidi Renneker 
Secretary Cathy Davies 
Social Cathy Caulfield 
Kindergarten Rep & Townwide Rep Lisa Lappi 
Kindergarten Rep Christine Walsh 
Past President Stephanie Leong 

 
 

Visit us online at http://www.happyhollowpto.org/ 

mailto:aobrien68@gmail.com
mailto:simmons221@comcast.net
mailto:aobrien68@gmail.com
mailto:pamelarpw@aol.com
mailto:abbybrogan@hotmail.com
mailto:hrenneker@gmail.com
mailto:cdavies@rtegroup.com
mailto:ccaulfield16@gmail.com
mailto:snarkycdn@aol.com
mailto:christinepensivy@hotmail.com
mailto:stephanie_leong@alum.wellesley.edu
http://www.happyhollowpto.org/


DINE AT BERTUCCI'S, SUPPORT THE WPSF AND MEET OUR   

NEW PRINCIPAL, DR. JOHN RITCHIE 

 

Tuesday, September 24th 

11:00 am - 10:00 pm 

 

Bertucci's 

Wayland Town Center 

14 Elissa Avenue  

 

Support the Wayland Public Schools Foundation by enjoying lunch or dinner at Bertucci’s onTuesday, September 24th. Bertucci’s 

will generously donate 15% of all sales from dining in, carry out, or delivery orders.   

  

Visit Bertucci’s from 6:00 - 8:00 pm and meet new principal Dr. John Ritchie at the carryout station!  

 

Bertucci's flyers are required with payment to ensure that 15% of your purchase is donated to the Foundation.  Flyers may be printed 

from www.waylandpublicschoolsfoundation.org. 

 

For questions regarding this event, please email angelamalkin@gmail.com. 
 

http://www.waylandpublicschoolsfoundation.org/
mailto:angelamalkin@gmail.com
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